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Legal Disclaimer 
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS MATERIAL (INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY 

MANUALS, CDS, RECORDINGS, MP3S OR OTHER CONTENT IN ANY FORMAT) IS BASED ON 

SOURCES AND INFORMATION REASONABLY BELIEVED TO BE ACCURATE AS OF THE TIME 

IT WAS RECORDED OR CREATED. HOWEVER, THIS MATERIAL DEALS WITH TOPICS THAT 

ARE CONSTANTLY CHANGING AND ARE SUBJECT TO ONGOING CHANGES RELATED TO 

TECHNOLOGY AND THE MARKETPLACE AS WELL AS LEGAL AND RELATED COMPLIANCE 

ISSUES. THEREFORE, THE COMPLETENESS AND CURRENT ACCURACY OF THE MATERIALS 

CANNOT BE GUARANTEED. 

 

THESE MATERIALS DO NOT CONSTITUTE LEGAL, COMPLIANCE, FINANCIAL, TAX, 

ACCOUNTING, OR RELATED ADVICE. THE END USER OF THIS INFORMATION SHOULD 

THEREFORE USE THE CONTENTS OF THIS PROGRAM AND THE MATERIALS AS A GENERAL 

GUIDELINE AND NOT AS THE ULTIMATE SOURCE OF CURRENT INFORMATION AND WHEN 

APPROPRIATE THE USER SHOULD CONSULT THEIR OWN LEGAL, ACCOUNTING, TERMS OF 

SERVICE FOR MENTIONED SERVICES OR OTHER ADVISORS. 

 

ANY CASE STUDIES, EXAMPLES, ILLUSTRATIONS ARE NOT INTENDED TO GUARANTEE, OR 

TO IMPLY THAT THE USER WILL ACHIEVE SIMILAR RESULTS. IN FACT, YOUR RESULTS MAY 

VARY SIGNIFICANTLY AND FACTORS SUCH AS YOUR MARKET, PERSONAL EFFORT AND 

MANY OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES MAY AND WILL CAUSE RESULTS TO VARY. THE 

INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS PRODUCT IS SOLD AND PROVIDED ON AN “AS IS” BASIS 

WITHOUT ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES, OF ANY KIND WHETHER WARRANTIES 

FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR OTHER WARRANTY EXCEPT AS MAY BE SPECIFICALLY SET 

FORTH IN THE MATERIALS OR IN THE SITE. IN PARTICULAR, THE SELLER OF THE PRODUCT 

AND MATERIALS DOES NOT WARRANT THAT ANY OF THE INFORMATION WILL PRODUCE A 

PARTICULAR ECONOMIC RESULT OR THAT IT WILL BE SUCCESSFUL IN CREATING 

PARTICULAR MARKETING OR SALES RESULTS. THOSE RESULTS ARE YOUR 

RESPONSIBILITY AS THE END USER OF THE PRODUCT. 

 

IN PARTICULAR, SELLER SHALL NOT BE LIABLE TO USER OR ANY OTHER PARTY FOR ANY 

DAMAGES, OR COSTS, OF ANY CHARACTER INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO DIRECT OR 

INDIRECT, CONSEQUENTIAL, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, OR OTHER COSTS OR DAMAGES, IN 

EXCESS OF THE PURCHASE PRICE OF THE PRODUCT OR SERVICES. THESE LIMITATIONS 

MAY BE AFFECTED BY THE LAWS OF PARTICULAR STATES AND JURISDICTIONS AND AS 

SUCH MAY BE APPLIED IN A DIFFERENT MANNER TO A PARTICULAR USER. THE RIGHT TO 

EVALUATE AND RETURN THIS PRODUCT IS GUARANTEED (PLEASE REFER TO THE TERMS 

OF THE GUARANTEE). THEREFORE, IF THE USER DOES NOT AGREE TO ACCEPT THE 

PRODUCT OR SERVICES ON THESE TERMS, THE USER SHOULD NOT USE THE PRODUCT OR 

SERVICES. INSTEAD, THE PRODUCT AND ALL RELATED MATERIALS SHOULD BE RETURNED 

IMMEDIATELY TO THE SELLER AND THE USER’S MONEY WILL BE REFUNDED. IF THE USER 

DOES NOT RETURN THE MATERIALS AS PROVIDED UNDER THE GUARANTEE, THE USER 

WILL BE DEEMED TO HAVE ACCEPTED THE PROVISIONS OF THE DISCLAIMER. 
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Choose Your Niche 
Before you start your website, you have to know what you’re going to write 

about. 

What you choose to write about is called your “niche”.  It defines the 

audience you want to reach with your website. 

The dictionary says that the word “niche” (in this case) means: denoting or 

relating to products, services, or interests that appeal to a small, 

specialized section of the population. 

Is there an audience interested in crochet related products?  Yes, there is.  

Does it appeal to everyone?  No, it appeals to a select group of people.  

Therefore, crochet is a niche. 

Is there an audience interested in home décor related products?  Yes, there 

most certainly is!  Does it appeal to everyone?  No, it appeals to a select 

group of people.  Therefore, home décor is a niche. 

Examples of other niches: 

 Gardening 

 Running 

 Vacuum cleaners 

 Horse riding 

 Musical instruments 

 Accounting software 

 Woodworking 

 Positivity 

 Self Improvement 

 Fitness 

A niche like “home décor” is BROAD because there are probably more people 

interested in home décor than there are people interested in crochet. 

Plus, there are a lot more products that fall into the category of home décor. 

A niche like “crochet” is NARROW because there aren’t as many products in 

it as there might be in “home décor” and there’s a smaller audience than 

there might be for the topic of “home décor”. 

Broad niches can be broken down into more narrow ones.  For instance, if 

you were to write only about home décor that goes in a living room, your 
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niche would be “living room décor” which is a subset of the “home décor” 

category. 

What often confuses affiliate marketers in choosing a niche is whether or not 

to go broad or narrow. 

Going broad means there’s a bigger audience and lots more things to write 

about but going narrow means you can really specialize in a particular 

category of products and that might make it easier for your posts to rank in 

Google. 

Going narrow also doesn’t mean you can’t eventually make your site target a 

broader niche.   

You might start by writing only about living room décor, then – when you 

have those posts working well – start a new category for your site and write 

about bedroom décor.  You could keep adding another narrow niche at a 

time until your site covered the broader home décor niche. 

What’s more important, though, is that YOU enjoy 

the niche that you’re going to write about. 

Your task is just to brainstorm a list of topics you like and then whittle the 

list down: 

1. Brainstorm a list of all the topics and hobbies you enjoy – take time 

with this list.  I have had people brainstorm a list very quickly and 

then later realize they left off a HUGE topic they’re interested in 

because it’s something they do so often they don’t even think about it.  

Work on the list for a bit.  Walk away.  Watch TV.  Read a book.  I’m 

pretty sure more ideas for interests will pop into your head.  Add them 

to your list. 

2. When you feel confident your list is thorough, go through each item on 

the list and rank the topics so that the ones you would most enjoy 

writing about are on the top and those you would least enjoy writing 

about are on the bottom.  

Take a day to think through your list and choose the ONE topic that you 

would MOST enjoy writing about.  I assure you there will be things on 

ShareASale that you can promote that are related to that niche! 
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Choose Your Domain Name 
 

Once you’ve finalized your niche choice it’s time to choose a domain name. 

You do NOT want a boring, plain, affiliate-sounding domain name like 

“buymystuff.com” or “totalwarehouse.com”.   

A serious site – one that you would be proud to own – requires a more 

original name! 

A domain name should be: 

 Easy to remember 

 Should not include dashes or hyphens 

 Relate to the niche in some way yet still be interesting and unique 

By keeping the domain name more generic you’ll be able to add related 

products in the future without it sounding strange. 

If you wanted to go with a domain like “orangetopia.com” because you think 

it sounds cool for a site about kitchen gadgets and envision a future logo 

with a large, smiling orange sitting in a kitchen, go for it.   

Think more about what domain name would sound sincere and professional 

to your site visitors, what domain name would sound less like a thin affiliate 

site and more like a site built by a real person for real people, and think 

about the kind of name that you’d be proud to tell people you owned. 

Get creative and see what kinds of neat domain names you can come up 

with.  Just try to keep them short – three words is good.  Too long and the 

name no longer becomes something easy to remember.  

There are a couple of things it’s important to check before registering a 

domain name (I’ll cover how to do these things in the next section): 

 Make sure there’s no trademark for the name - if there’s an existing 

trademark and you register a domain for a trademarked phrase you 

could lose the domain  

 Check whois information to find out if the domain has ever been 

registered before.  If a domain has been used before you might get 

saddled with someone else’s bad backlinks.  

 If the .com isn’t available and you’re considering a .net always look up 

the .com version of the domain name to see if it’s a developed site. If 
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it is then you may look like a copycat of that other site and will 

struggle with branding in order to look different or struggle to outrank 

the other site for the name of your site.  

 You also want to look up the domain as a phrase – for example, if the 

domain choice is gooddeepbreath.com then you’d look up "good deep 

breath” (without quotes) to see if there’s anything that comes up that 

might cause you issues with that domain name. If there’s a product 

that goes by that name or a site that has a different domain but uses 

that phrase in their branding then you might be better off with a 

different domain choice.  

To find and check domain names: 

1. Come up with 10 domain name ideas using any of the following 

methods: 

a. Brainstorm ideas 

b. Ask your family and friends for ideas 

c. Use this tool to help you come up with ideas: 

http://www.namemesh.com/ 

2. Find out which of your domain name ideas are truly available using 

one of the following methods: 

a. Check with your domain registrar provider (if you already use 

one) to see if the name is available 

b. Type it into Google to see if you get a message saying the 

domain is already taken.  If a domain is registered but 

showing for sale, skip it.  There’s no reason to pay more 

than $15 for a domain for this project.   

c. Cross off any of your domain ideas that aren’t readily 

available.     

3. Do a trademark search to make sure there’s no LIVE trademark for the 

phrase you want to use as your domain:  

a. Go to:  http://www.uspto.gov/trademarks-application-

process/search-trademark-database  

b. Click the “Search Trademark Database” button that’s just a bit 

down the page 

c. Click the Basic Word Mark Search option: 

http://www.namemesh.com/
http://www.uspto.gov/trademarks-application-process/search-trademark-database
http://www.uspto.gov/trademarks-application-process/search-trademark-database


   9 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

 

d. In the Search Term box enter your domain name as a phrase – 

include spaces between words – and click the Submit Query 

button: 

 

e. If you see a message saying there are no trademarks, then you 

should be okay to use that domain name.  If you see a list of 

possible trademarks, look for any that are LIVE and are an exact 

match for the phrase you’re researching.  If there is a Live 

trademark for your phrase, cross it off of your list of possible 

options.  

4. Check whois tools and make sure the domain has no history:  

a. Go to:  http://whois.domaintools.com/  

http://whois.domaintools.com/
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b. Enter your domain idea into the search box (ie, 

crochetmania.com) – keep in mind that you can usually only do 

about 10 checks on these sites for free so start with the ones 

that interest you most or you’ll have to wait a few hours or a day 

before you can check any more  

c. Scroll down the results page and see if there’s any history 

showing the domain was registered before.  If so, you might 

want to skip using that domain since you won’t know if the 

previous owner ditched the domain after getting a Google 

penalty or building bad backlinks to the domain.  The safest 

option is to start with a clean domain.  

5. If you’re looking at a .net domain because the .com wasn’t available, 

look up the .com version of the domain. If the .com version has 

content on it then skip that domain choice. If the domain is simply 

parked or up for auction then you’re okay to leave the .net on your 

list.  

6. Go to Google and look up each domain idea as a phrase to see if 

there’s any product by that name or some other sort of popular 

reference to that name that could cause some confusion with your 

branding efforts  

7. Choose the domain that you like best, that has no domain whois 

history, has no live trademark, doesn’t reference a product name, and 

doesn’t have a competing .com if you’re looking at a .net  

 

Buy Your Domain Name 
Once you’ve chosen your domain name, it’s time to buy.   

You can buy domains one of two ways: 

1. Through a domain registrar (like Namecheap) 

2. Through your hosting company (if you’re already set up with a hosting 

account – like SiteGround) 

Ideally, experts say to buy your domain from someone OTHER than your 

hosting company.  The reason for doing so is basically an insurance policy. 

Suppose your hosting company goes out of business and you have both your 

site files (which are housed with your hosting company) AND your domain 

name registered with the same company.  You could lose both items. 

https://www.namecheap.com/
https://www.siteground.com/
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Or, suppose your hosting company messes up and they close or suspend 

your account and you don’t notice it right away.  You could lose all of your 

site files and you can’t log into the account to manage your domain name 

and switch it to another host. 

It’s sort of like when you have two sets of keys for your car and instead of 

keeping them in separate places you store them in one place and lose them 

both.   

That being said, in the 9 years I’ve been paying for hosting and buying 

domain names I have always purchased my domain names from my host. 

At first, I did so because I didn’t know any better.  Now, I know better but I 

still don’t follow that suggestion because I’ve been with the same hosting 

company for years and never had an issue.  I back up all of my site files so I 

won’t lose those – although I could still run into challenges managing my 

domain names if something happened. 

You have to decide what you’re going to do for yourself but if you decide to 

buy your domain from your hosting company AND you don’t yet have 

hosting, that means you have to now choose a hosting company in order to 

buy your domain. 

I recommend two hosting companies: 

1. SiteGround – they have reasonable pricing and strong server security 

2. Bluehost – they’re cheap, they’ve been around a long time and they 

throw in a free SSL certificate for sites on shared hosting 

I use Bluehost.  However, their service has been rather poor in the past year 

IF you use their online chat.  If you call them on the phone, they’re great 

(and their service center is just the other side of town from me so if 

something happened I could always drive over to their office and make a 

scene!). 

If I had to switch, I’d go to SiteGround.  I’ve worked with them a fair 

amount when helping coaching students and like what I’ve seen. 

You do not need expensive hosting.  You do not need a private server or 

special WordPress hosting when first starting out. 

I build all of my new sites on SHARED hosting.  I have a second, Managed 

WordPress account with Bluehost and switch my new sites to the Managed 

https://www.siteground.com/
https://www.bluehost.com/
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WordPress account only when they have about 10,000 visitors per month.  

This keeps my costs down while I vet a site and work through building it up. 

When I buy domain names, I always choose automatic renewal so that I 

won’t accidentally lose the domain name.   

I also always get domain privacy because I don’t want my hosting account 

or domain registrar email address out on the web to be scraped and added 

to spam email lists.   

Through my Bluehost shared hosting account, the domain with domain 

privacy cost a total of $23.87 plus tax. 

 

Assign Domain to Hosting Account 
Before you can work on your new domain, you have to assign it to your 

hosting account’s dashboard. 

If you purchased your domain name from the same company where 

you have your hosting: 

1. Log into your hosting account 

2. Look for an option to manage your domains (most likely a tab 

called Domains in your navigation menu) 

3. You need to make sure that your host has created a directory in 

your hosting account where you can put your site’s files.  

Sometimes this means taking the step called “assigning the domain 

name to your cPanel”.  Some hosts will do this for you.  If you don’t 

see an option in your Domains tab for assigning the domain to your 

cPanel, check the Help section of your hosting company to find out 

how to complete this step: 
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4. Choose to assign a domain that is already associated with your 

account (since you bought the domain from your hosting company 

it should be in the list of domains already associated with your 

account): 

 

5. If the steps ask you if this is an add-on domain or not, say yes – an 

addon domain is simply another domain that will be managed inside 

your same hosting account 

6. Remaining settings have to do with the directory that will be 

created in File Manager for housing your site’s files – I use the 

default settings for this step.  If you have other questions to 

complete you can refer to your hosting companies Help resources 

for guidance in completing the remaining questions. 

 

If you purchased your domain name from a DIFFERENT company 

than your hosting account then you have to do two steps – set the 

nameservers for your domain AND assign the domain to your hosting 

account. 

Think of the place you bought your domain as your domain’s address on a 

street map.  When browsers try to access your domain, they’re going to be 

looking in the servers of the company where you bought the domain. 
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If you are going to host your website at a different company, you have to 

change your address so that browsers know that your site files are located 

someplace else. 

This is called setting the nameservers for your domain. 

To both set the nameservers and assign your domain to your hosting 

account: 

1. Log into your hosting account 

2. Use the search tool in your hosting account or the Help resources or 

the Domains tab to find the NAMESERVERS for your host.  

Nameservers look something like this:   

a. ns1.BlueHost.com  ns2.BlueHost.com (that’s for Bluehost – 

they’ll be different for your own host but usually have some 

letters, a dot, the name of your host, and then com) 

3. Log into your domain company dashboard (the site you used to 

purchase the domain) 

4. Click on Domains (it may be called something else in your host but 

it’s the screen that allows you to manage settings for your 

domains) 

5. Click on your domain and find the field where you can change the 

nameservers 

6. Enter the nameservers for your host 

7. Save the change 

8. It may take as many as 72 hours for that change to kick in 

although most changes are complete within 24 hours 

9. Once 24-48 hours has passed, go back to your hosting account (if 

you do this before the nameserver change has taken place, it won’t 

be an issue – you’ll be asked to make this step anyway to confirm 

ownership of your domain) 

10. Find the Domains tab (most likely called Domains but it could be 

called something similar – it’s the page on your hosting account 

that lets you manage all of your domains) 

11. Choose to assign a domain to your account that is NOT associated 

with your account: 
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12. If the steps ask you if this is an add-on domain or not, say yes – an 

addon domain is simply another domain that will be managed inside 

your same hosting account 

13. Remaining settings have to do with the directory that will be 

created in File Manager for housing your site’s files – I use the 

default settings for this step.  If you have other questions to 

complete you can refer to your hosting companies Help resources 

for guidance in completing the remaining questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Install WordPress 
 

A website usually consists of two things: 
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1. A set of files 

2. A database  

If you have cPanel in your hosting account (a common hosting account 

screen that allows you to access the tools of your hosting service), you can 

manage your FILES in the File Manager section and you can manage your 

DATABASES in MySQL Databases.  

If you do not have cPanel in your hosting account, you may need to search 

your hosting company’s Help resources to find how to access your site files 

and how to access your databases.  

I use WordPress to build all of my websites.  It’s certainly the most popular 

option, it has been around for a long time, and it’s easy to use.  WordPress 

is software that makes it easy for website owners to build a website.  It 

presents a set of screens to help you perform common website tasks (like 

create posts) without having to write all the code necessary to actually 

display a post on the internet.   

Just one file in WordPress connects the right set of FILES to the right 

DATABASE for your site.  It’s called the wp-config file.  That file includes the 

name of the database for the site and the username and password required 

for accessing that database. 

There are 3 ways to install WordPress: 

1. One-click install 

2. Manual install 

3. My AZON Breeze product 
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Method #1:  One-Click Install 
Option #1 is the fastest way to get core WordPress files on your 

domain.  It’s extremely simple.  Click a button, enter some fields, and 

your host does the rest. 

HOWEVER, using a one-click install can introduce security risks 

to your website: 

1. Your host may be automatically installing an outdated version 

of WordPress  

2. Your host may also automatically include plugins that you 

don’t need and those can introduce security risks to your 

website 

3. Your host may not be choosing the most secure username 

and password options 

4. Your host may not configure the most secure settings in the 

wp-config file for your site 

I would suggest you NOT use this method UNLESS you are very 

uncomfortable with following the technical steps of a manual 

installation. 

If you choose this method, jump to the 

WordPress One-Click Install Instructions 

section.  

Those instructions DO include the steps you’ll need to take to fix the 

security risks of a one-click install. 

Method #2:  Manual Install 
When you manually install WordPress, you must download the latest 

copy of WordPress, upload it to your hosting account, manually create 

a database for your site, and run the WordPress installer. 

This method gives you more control over the username and password 

for your database and is the more secure than using a one-click install. 

If you choose to use this method, jump to the 

Manual Installation Instructions section. 
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Method #3:  AZON Breeze Install 
Most work to install plugins, configure plugins, and configure 

WordPress is done for you if you use AZON Breeze. 

AZON Breeze is a complete WordPress site set up with theme, theme 

settings, plugins, plugin settings AND four custom post types that let 

me more quickly create affiliate marketing posts.  It eliminates having 

to mess with any HTML or coding while creating four different kinds of 

affiliate marketing post layouts and it works with ShareASale links.  

If you want to also use the AZON Breeze method for setting up 

WordPress and don’t already own it, please use this link for a 50% 

discount on the price as a member of Giant Evergreen 

Commissions: 

AZON BREEZE DISCOUNT PRICE 

Once you click the buy button you should see the 50% discount price on the 

payment screen. 

If you choose to use this method, jump to the 

AZON Breeze Instructions section. 

 

 

Choose one of the methods above 
and click the link for that method.  
You’ll jump to that section and 
can follow the steps to install 
WordPress.   

 

 

 

https://warriorplus.com/o2/v/zn6kcx/0/abff50
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WordPress One-Click Install Instructions 
Find the one-click install for WordPress in your hosting account.  It may look 

like this: 

 

Once you do so, you need to choose the domain on which you want to install 

WordPress.  Your host should show TWO versions of your domain in the drop 

down box (one version without www and one with www) like this: 

 

I always choose the version WITHOUT www.  First, it makes the default URL 

for my site shorter.  Second, the www is no longer necessary for accessing a 
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website.  Whether or not a person enters the www in the address bar of 

their browser, they will still land on my site. 

My host also asks for the name of a directory.  I would ONLY use this IF I 

wanted to put WordPress on a SUBDOMAIN of my site.  A subdomain is like 

putting a second site on the same domain.  For example, if I wanted to have 

both cranberrycrochet.com AND a store that people could find at 

store.cranberrycrochet.com and use a separate website set up for the store 

version of my site, I would create a subdomain directory called “store”.  I 

don’t want that – I want to install my main site so I leave the directory 

section blank and click the Next button: 

 

It takes a few minutes for the installation to run and then you may see a 

screen asking for confirmation.  READ THIS SCREEN CAREFULLY! This screen 

tells me that the directory exists but that other files are in place and are 

going to be rewritten.  I know the directory contains only files that my host 

added when I assigned the domain to my hosting account and they are safe 

to overwrite but if you have used this domain before or if you are not sure, 

you want to check File Manager and make sure you’re not going to overwrite 

anything you want to save elsewhere: 

 

The next screen presents some basic site information that the install has 

created for me.  I want to change three things on this screen: 
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1. I change ss_site_title to the name of my site:  Cranberry Crochet 

(change yours to the name of your site) 

2. I don’t want my email as the admin username so I choose 

something else that will mean something for me 

3. The admin password is too short – I use this tool to create a 

password that is 15 characters long and paste it into my 

spreadsheet I use to track all of my logins (click the Options button 

to choose 15 characters as the length):  

https://strongpasswordgenerator.com/   

 

 

Once you click the Next button, it will take another couple of minutes to 

complete the installation. 

When complete, you should see a completion screen with your login details.  

Save those login details someplace! 

 

Jump ahead to the section on Logging Into WordPress. 

 

 

https://strongpasswordgenerator.com/
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Manual Installation Instructions 
To manually install WordPress you need to: 

1. Create a SQL Database in your hosting account 

2. Create a Username and password for your database 

3. Upload a clean copy of the latest version of WordPress to File 

Manager in your hosting account 

4. Change the wp-config file so that it contains the name of your SQL 

database and the username/password combination for your SQL 

database 

5. Run the WordPress install script 

It’s pretty easy once you get the hang of it but it can seem intimidating the 

first time.  Just take it slow. 

Also, keep in mind that your hosting account may not look like mine.  If 

that’s the case, do a search in the Help resources on your hosting account 

for instructions on manually installing WordPress.  Your likely to find a better 

match to the screens you see.   

If you have cPanel in your hosting account, though, these screens should be 

very close to what you see. 

To manually install WordPress: 

1. Log into your hosting account 

2. Click on the MySQL Database icon (you may have to first click to go 

to your cPanel dashboard): 

 

3. Enter a name for your database in the New Database field (NOTE:  

The name of your database is really whatever shows in the blurred 
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out section where the arrow is pointing above the name field shown 

in the image below – for example, you might see something like 

diffsitenm_ above that name field – that would mean that the true 

name of your database is the part above the name field PLUS what 

you enter in the name field such as diffsitenm_lwkej0asdf – make a 

note of the FULL database name): 

 

4. Click the Create Database button: 

 

5. Click the Go Back button: 
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6. Scroll down to the Add a New User section and enter a name in the 

Username field (NOTE:  Just as with the database name, your 

username is not just what you enter in the field but is whatever you 

see in that blurred out section where the arrow is pointing PLUS 

what you’ve entered in the username field – make a note of the 

FULL username): 

 

7. Click the Password Generator button: 

 

8. Click the Advanced Options link: 
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9. Change the password length to at least 15 characters and click the 

Generate Password button: 

 

10. Copy the password, click the box saying you’ve copied the 

password and then click the Use Password button: 
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11. Click the Create A User button: 

 

12. Click the Go Back button: 
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13. Scroll down to the Add a User to a Database section, use the drop 

down box to select the name of the new user you created, use the 

second drop down box to select the name of the new database you 

created, and click the Add button: 

 

14. Check the All Privileges box: 

 

15. Scroll down and click the Make Changes button: 
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16. Click the Go Back button: 
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17. In another tab of your browser, go to this URL and download a new 

copy of WordPress to your computer:  

https://wordpress.org/download/   

 

18. Go back to your hosting account and return to your cPanel 

dashboard in your hosting account (you might have to click a link to 

return to cPanel or a link that says “hosting”) 

19. In your cPanel dashboard, click the File Manager icon: 

 

20. If you see an option to show hidden files, check that option and 

click the Submit (or other) button to go to File Manager: 

https://wordpress.org/download/
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21. File Manager is just like looking at a list of folders and files on your 

own computer: 
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22. You need to find the ROOT directory for your domain.  Many hosting 

companies store all site files in the public_html folder – this is 

probably the case if you don’t see a folder with your site’s name in 

the main list of your folders – click the public_html folder name to 

see the list of folders and files in the public_html directory.  When I 

click on public_html, I can see a full list of my domains including 

cranberrycrochet: 

 

23. That’s the root directory for my new site – it’s the folder in which I 

want to upload the new copy of WordPress I saved to my computer 

in order to install WordPress on that domain.  If the domain on 

which you want to install WordPress is the PRIMARY domain (the 

first or only domain) you have on your hosting account then 

public_html IS the root directory for your site and you want to 

upload WordPress straight into the public_html folder 

24. Click on the root directory for your site so that you see the list of 

contents for that directory in the middle pane of the screen: 
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25. When you’re sure you’re operating in the right root directory, click 

the Upload button in the navigation menu (I choose to upload 

WordPress files right into File Manager but your host may require 

that you use FTP to upload files – if so, search your host’s Help 

resources to find FTP instructions for uploading WordPress to your 

root directory and then go to step #29): 
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26. Click the Browse button: 

 

27. Navigate your computer files to find the new copy of WordPress you 

downloaded earlier and click on it: 

 

28. When you see the installation is complete, click the Go Back link: 
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29. You should now see that WordPress is sitting in your site’s root 

directory in File Manager as a zip folder: 

 

30. Click on the zipped folder of WordPress so it’s highlighted: 

 

31. Click the Extract option in your navigation menu in order to unzip 

the WordPress folder: 
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32. Click the Extract File(s) button to confirm you want to unzip the 

folder: 

 

33. I like to wait about 5 minutes before I take the next step just to 

make sure all files have been unzipped.  When 5 minutes has 

passed, click the Close button on the pop up screen: 

 

34. I can see that WordPress is unzipped and the unzipped WordPress 

folder is now in my root directory for cranberrycrochet: 



  36 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

 

35. Now, we have to move all of the files that are inside the WordPress 

file to the root directory.  Click the wordpress folder on the left side 

of the screen in the root directory: 
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36.  Highlight ALL the files showing in the middle pane of the screen 

(scroll all the way down to make sure you highlight EVERY file and 

folder): 

 

37. Click anywhere in the highlighted list of files and drag them over to 

the root directory for your site: 
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38. When you click on your root directory on the list on the left, you 

should now see all of your WordPress files showing in the middle of 

the screen: 

 

39. Click on the zipped folder of WordPress in the middle of the screen: 
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40. Click the Delete button in the navigation menu (we don’t need the 

zip folder anymore – it’s just taking up space): 

 

41. Click the wp-config-sample file in the middle of the screen: 
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42. Click the Edit icon in your navigation menu: 

 

43. Click the Edit button in the pop up box: 
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44. You might need to click and drag this little icon in order to see the 

full contents of the wp-config-sample file: 

 

45. Remember the database, user, and password you created earlier in 

MySQL Databases?  Put your full database name in between the 

apostrophes around the database_name_here field, put the 

database username in between the apostrophes around the 

username_here field, and put the database password in between 

the apostrophes around the password_here field: 

 

46. In another tab in your browser, go to this URL:  

https://api.wordpress.org/secret-key/1.1/salt/ 

47. Copy everything you see in the screen: 

 

https://api.wordpress.org/secret-key/1.1/salt/
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48. Go back to your wp-config-sample screen and paste everything you 

copied OVER the default salt keys (you don’t want the default keys 

to show anymore so you want to replace them with the ones you 

copied): 

 

49. Click the Save button: 

 

50. Click the Close button: 
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51. Back in File Manager, right click on the wp-config-sample file and 

choose the option to Rename the file: 

 

52. Rename the file to wp-config.php and click the Rename File button: 

 

53. In another tab of your browser, bring up your site (ie, 

yourdomain.com): 
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54. Your site should come and look something like this: 

 

55. Select the language in which you want the website published and 

click the Continue button: 
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56. Enter your site name, a username (NOT the word “admin” 

please!!!), a password, your email address and click the Install 

WordPress button: 

 

57. Click the Login button: 

 

Jump ahead to the section on Logging Into WordPress. 
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AZON Breeze Instructions 
If you install WordPress using AZON Breeze, complete the steps outlined in 

the installation instructions that come with AZON Breeze. 

Then, jump ahead to the SSL section as the rest of the steps between here 

and the bottom of this PDF are already done. 

 

Logging into WordPress 
Now, you’re ready to log into your WordPress dashboard and get the 

settings and plugins in place.  This will take some time.  You can stop at any 

point and pick up where you left off later if you have to do this a piece at a 

time. 

1. Go to yourdomain.com/wp-admin to log into your site (for example, 

my login URL is http://cranberrycrochet.com/wp-admin)   

2. Enter your admin and password information and click the Log In 

button: 

 

a. In my case, the password isn’t working – I’ve run into this 

before.  Even though I chose the password, saved it, and 
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my host installation completion screen showed the same 

password, it isn’t letting me into the site.  If that happens 

to you, too, click the “Lost your password” option: 

 

b. Check your email for a password reset email and click the 

link in the email to reset your password – make a note of 

the new password if you end up changing it (it took a few 

minutes for the email to show up but I’ve had instances 

where the email doesn’t show up – in those cases I click 

the “Lost your password” option AGAIN – such a pain!) 

3. You may see some requests to do some things at the top of your 

WordPress dashboard.  I don’t want to do those things because 

they’re coming from plugins installed by my host and I’m not going 

to use those plugins.  Ignore any such messages for now: 
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4. Hover over Plugins in the left sidebar of your dashboard and choose 

to go to Installed Plugins: 

 

 

 



  49 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

5. My host has installed the following plugins (except for Hello Dolly 

which is installed by WordPress): 

 

a. I want to delete ALL of them EXCEPT Akismet – to do this, 

check the boxes next to all plugins except Akismet (you 

may have a plugin in your list that is required by your 

hosting account, you should see something that indicates 

that is the case or you’ll see a message saying so when 

you delete the plugin – if that’s the case, keep the required 

plugin): 
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b. In the Actions box at the top of the list, choose to 

Deactivate the plugins and then click the Apply button (I 

like to deactivate plugins before I delete them to make 

sure they remove any of the settings that might have been 

applied by the plugin when it was active): 

 

c. The plugins have now been moved to the Recently Active 

tab – click that tab to see the list of inactive plugins: 
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d. Check the boxes next to the plugins again and then in the 

actions box choose to Delete them and click the Apply 

button: 

 

6. You should now see that you have only 1 plugin installed (unless 

there were others required by your host) and any Must Use plugins 

also required by your host: 
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WordPress Settings 
 

Time to configure your WordPress settings: 

1. Go to Settings/General in WordPress: 

 

a. The site title should already be filled in but you can change 

it on this screen.  Make sure it’s not your domain but the 

NAME of your site spelled out with capital letters and 

spaces in between words: 
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b. Enter a few words to describe your site in the Tagline field 

– make sure to include reference to your niche (the word 

“crochet” in my case, needs to be included in the tag line): 

 

c. Everything else in the General tab can be left as-is unless 

you want to change the default settings for the date and 

time format for your site 

d. Click the Save Changes button at the bottom of the page 

 

2. Go to Settings/Reading in your WordPress dashboard: 

a. Scroll down to “Blog pages show at most” and change the 

number to 7 (this will force your site to limit the number of 

posts that show on the home page of your site no matter 

what theme you use – you don’t want to show a ton of 

blog posts on your home page as that can cause some 

instances of duplicate content on your site): 

 

b. Scroll down to “For each article in a feed, show” and click 

on the Summary option (this will force only an excerpt of 

your post to show in an RSS feed rather than people being 
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able to read your entire post simply from a feed instead of 

visiting your site): 

 

c. Scroll down to the “Search Engine Visibility” option and 

make sure the box is UNCHECKED (there is NO need to 

block your search engine from getting indexed in Google 

even though you have no content – Google understands 

that sites are built over time): 

 

d. All other settings can be left at their default settings 

e. Scroll to the bottom and click the Save Changes button 

3. Go to Settings/Discussion in your WordPress dashboard: 

a. Use the settings in the image below for the “Default article 

settings” and “Other comment settings” fields: 

 



  56 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

b. Use the settings in the image below for the “Email me 

whenever”, the “Before a comment appears”, and the 

“Comment moderation” fields: 

 

c. All other options can be left at the default settings 

d. Scroll down and click the Save Changes button at the 

bottom of the screen 

4. Go to Settings/Permalinks in your WordPress dashboard: 

a. Click on the “Post Name” option: 
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b. Scroll down and click the Save Changes button even if 

you didn’t make a change (sometimes WordPress 

installations do funny things to permalinks and links to 

pages and posts stop working – clicking the Save Changes 

button on this screen fixes those kinds of problems) 

WordPress Plugins 
 

We need to install, activate and configure the settings for some plugins that 

will add helpful features to our site.  Some of these add security, some help 

with site speed, some add on-page SEO and some will aid in adding required 

pages to your site. 

iThemes Security 
1. Go to Plugins/Add New in your WordPress dashboard: 

 

2. Enter “ithemes security” in the search box (you don’t have to click a 

search button – WordPress will automatically start showing plugins 

that match your search term in the section below the search field): 
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3. Click the Install Now button for the iThemes Security plugin 

(https://wordpress.org/plugins/better-wp-security/): 

 

4. Click the Activate button: 

 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/better-wp-security/
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5. Click the Settings link under the iThemes Security plugin listing: 

 

6. Click the Secure Site button: 

 

7. Click the Activate Network Brute Force Protection button (you’ll get 

emails about your site from the plugin and while you can ignore 

many of them these emails will also let you know when someone is 

trying to attack your site – you’ll see an email with repeated denials 

for access to your site all come in a row – that’s a clue you want to 

check your site and make sure it’s still operating as it should): 
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8. Click the Close button: 

 

9. Click the Configure Settings button for the Global Settings box: 

 

10. Scroll down to the Lockout White List section and click the “Add my 

current IP to the White list” button – this will make sure you don’t 

accidentally get locked out of your site from your own IP address: 
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11. Scroll down and click the Save Settings button: 

 

12. Click the Enable button for the 404 Detection box: 

 

13. Click the Configure Settings button for the Banned Users box: 
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14. Check the box to “Enable HackRepair.com’s blacklist feature”: 

 

15. Scroll down and click the Save Settings button 

16. Click the Enable button in the File Change Detection box – you will 

now receive emails about file changes made to your site.  Most of 

the time, these are changes you’ve made while working on the site 

or changes your host has made however, keep an eye out for 

changes to major files of your site – like your wp-config file.  Emails 

about changes to that file could indicate someone hacking your site 

and you’ll want to explore your site immediately to see if everything 

is okay: 

 

17. Click the Configure Settings button in the Password Requirements 

box: 

 

18. Check the box to Enable strong passwords and set the minimum 

role to Subscriber: 
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19. Click the Save Settings button 

20. Click the Enable button in the System Tweaks box: 

 

21. Click the Configure Settings button in the System Tweaks box: 

 

22. Check all the boxes in the System Tweaks settings showing as 

checked in the images below: 
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23. Click the Save Settings button 

24. Click the Configure Settings button in the WordPress Tweaks box: 

 

25. Use the settings shown in the images below in the WordPress 

Tweaks section: 
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26. Click the Save Settings button 

27. Scroll back to the top and click the All link: 



  68 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

 

28. Click the Configure Settings button for the Admin User box: 

 

29. Check the box to “Change the ID of the user with ID 1”: 

 

30. Click the Save Settings button (you may get logged out of your site 

– just log back in) 

31. Click the Settings option in the left sidebar of your site to return to 

the Security settings screen: 
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32. Click the All link again: 

 

33. Click the Configure Settings button in the Change Database Table 

Prefix box: 

 

34. Change the setting to Yes: 
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35. Click the Save Settings button (a pop up box will show you the new 

prefix for your database – you don’t need to know it but you’ll see it 

anyway) 

36. Click the Configure Settings button for the Hide Backend box (if you 

don’t see that box click the All link again at the top of the screen): 

 

37. Check the box to “Enable the hide backend feature” – this will cause 

more setting boxes to show up: 

 

38. Change “wplogin” to something else – something meaningful to 

you: 
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39. Click the Save Settings button – NOTE:  This step changes your 

login URL!!  You will no longer be able to login at 

yourdomain.com/wp-admin.  Instead, your new login URL 

becomes yourdomain.com/yourchosenphrase.  This step 

hides your login screen from potential hackers.  MAKE A 

NOTE OF YOUR NEW LOGIN URL! 

 

Akismet 
I use the free version of Akismet to block comment spam on my site.  If you 

have a plugin you use to do the same, feel free to install, activate and 

configure that plugin instead.  You can then delete the Akismet plugin. 

If using Akismet: 

1. Go to Plugins/Installed in your WordPress dashboard 

2. Click the Settings link under the Akismet plugin: 

 

3. If you have an API key, enter it in the API key field – if you don’t 

have an API key click the “Get your API key” button and follow the 

steps to get your key so you can paste it into the API key field: 
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4. Once you’ve pasted in your API key, click the “Connect with API 

key” button: 

 

5. You should see the success screen: 
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6. Go to Settings/Akismet Anti-Spam in the left sidebar of your 

WordPress dashboard: 

 

7. Use the settings in the following image for Akismet: 



  74 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

 

8. Click the Save Changes button 

 

Contact Form 
Google likes to see that a site has a contact form so we’re going to set one 

up on our sites.  Feel free to install, activate and configure a different 

contact form plugin than I use if you have one you like. 

1. Go to Plugins/Add New in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard 

2. Use the search box to look for the “contact form by bestwebsoft” 

plugin (https://wordpress.org/plugins/contact-form-

plugin/) 

 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/contact-form-plugin/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/contact-form-plugin/
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3. Click the Install Now button for the Contact Form by BestWebSoft 

plugin: 

 

4. Click the Activate button: 
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5. Click the Settings link under the Contact Form by BestWebSoft 

plugin: 

 

6. Click the Close button on the pop up box if one comes up: 
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7. By default, the plugin uses your WordPress email address in the 

email address field – change this to something else if you want any 

contact form submissions to go to a different email address: 

 

8. Click the Save Changes button if you made changes 

9. Go to Pages/Add New in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard: 

 

10. Title the new page “Contact” (without quotes): 
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11. Click the []Add BWS Shortcode button: 

 

12. Click the Insert button: 
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13. Click the Publish button: 

 

14. Right-click on the View Page link and choose to open it in a new tab 

in your browser – make sure that you see a contact form and not 

the shortcode that’s supposed to create the form.  If you see code 

instead of the contact form, go back to your page editor and make 

sure the following code shows in the Text tab of the editor:  

[bestwebsoft_contact_form]: 

 

15. You should see something like this on the page: 
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Cookie Notice 
Putting a notice on your site that your site may use cookies (little bits of 

tracking software that embeds itself on a visitor’s browser) makes your site 

compliant with various laws requiring such disclosures. 

To add a cookie notice plugin: 

1. Go to Plugins/Add New in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard 

2. Use the search field to look for “cookie notice” plugin 

(https://wordpress.org/plugins/cookie-notice/):   

 

3. Click the Install Now button for the Cookie Notice for GDPR plugin: 

 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/cookie-notice/
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4. Click the Activate button for the plugin: 

 

 

 

JQuery Pin It Button for Images 
I’m a firm believer in using Pinterest for more traffic to your affiliate 

marketing site but I don’t like to use heavy social plugins that slow down my 

sites.  Instead, I use this one, lightweight plugin to put a Pinterest icon on 

the images on my site that are okay to pin to Pinterest.   

To install this plugin: 

1. Go to Plugins/Add New in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard 

2. Use the search field to look for the “jquery pin it button for images” 

plugin (https://wordpress.org/plugins/jquery-pin-it-button-

for-images/):  

https://wordpress.org/plugins/jquery-pin-it-button-for-images/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/jquery-pin-it-button-for-images/
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3. Click the Install Now button for the plugin: 

 

4. Click the Activate button for the plugin: 
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Optimize Database after Deleting Revisions 
If you edit a post many times before publishing (or even after a post is 

published), each of those versions of your post gets stored in the database 

and eats up space which can slow down your site.  This plugin allows you to 

delete those stored, older revisions. 

To install this plugin: 

1. Go to Plugins/Add New 

2. Use the search field to look for the “optimize database after 

deleting revisions” plugin (https://wordpress.org/plugins/rvg-

optimize-database/):   

https://wordpress.org/plugins/rvg-optimize-database/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/rvg-optimize-database/
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3. Click the Install Now button for the Optimize Database after 

Deleting Revisions plugin: 

 

4. Click the Activate button for the plugin: 
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Remove Query Strings from Static Resources 
Some files on your site result in URLs that have a query string inside of them 

and these kinds of links can slow down your website.  This plugin will 

cleanup those kinds of links. 

To install this plugin: 

1. Go to Plugins/Add New in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard 

2. Use the search field to look for the “remove query strings from 

static resources” plugin 

(https://wordpress.org/plugins/remove-query-strings-

from-static-resources/):   

https://wordpress.org/plugins/remove-query-strings-from-static-resources/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/remove-query-strings-from-static-resources/
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3. Click the Install Now button for the Remove Query Strings from 

Static Resources plugin: 

 

4. Click the Activate button for the plugin: 
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Simple Sitemap 
There are two kinds of sitemaps: 

1. HTML sitemap – this kind of sitemap can be used to create a page 

on your website that lists all of your posts and pages.  It’s meant to 

be a resource for your site visitors so they can see how your site is 

laid out and can find various sections, pages, or posts. 

2. XML sitemap – this kind of sitemap is formatted to be read by 

search engine bots.  It’s written in a code and layout that Google, 

for example, can more easily crawl in order to understand your 

website’s layout, structure, posts and pages.   

Ideally, you should have BOTH kinds of sitemaps on your site.  In this step, 

we’re going to add the HTML sitemap. 

To install this plugin: 
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1. Go to Plugins/Add New in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard 

2. Use the search field to look for the “simple sitemap” plugin 

(https://wordpress.org/plugins/simple-sitemap/):   

 

3. Click the Install Now button for the Simple Sitemap plugin: 

 

4. Click the Activate button for the plugin: 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/simple-sitemap/
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5. Click on Pages/Add New in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard: 

 

6. Give the new title the page of “Sitemap” (without quotes): 
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7. Click the Text tab: 

 

8. Enter this shortcode in the content box for the page:   

a. [simple-sitemap types="post,page"] 
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9. Click the Publish button: 

 

10. Right-click on the View Page link and choose to open the page in a 

new tab of your browser to make sure it looks as it should: 
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11. The page should look something like this – if it doesn’t, go back to 

your page editor and make sure your shortcode is accurate with no 

extra characters and that the code is in the TEXT tab of your editor 

and NOT the Visual tab: 
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Smush Image Compression and 

Optimization 
If you haven’t already heard, the speed with which your websites loads IS a 

ranking factor in Google.  We want to use all the tools at our disposal to 

keep our sites loading as quickly as possible.   

Images are a big problem for websites.  You certainly want them on your 

site but the file size of images is often very large.   

This plugin compresses images that you upload to your site so they take up 

as little space as possible. 

To install this plugin: 

1. Go to Plugins/Add New in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard 

2. Use the search field to find the “smush image compression and 

optimization” plugin (https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-

smushit/): 

 

3. Click the Install Now button for the Smush Image Compression and 

Optimization plugin: 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-smushit/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-smushit/
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4. Click the Activate button for the plugin: 

 

5. Use the 3 features shown in the image below in the settings pop-up 

box: 
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6. Click the Get Started button at the bottom of the pop-up box: 
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Yoast SEO 
A plugin for SEO can be used to configure settings on your site that can help 

your posts rank better in Google.  I have used the Yoast plugin for years and 

prefer it over any other but if you have one you prefer instead feel free to 

use the other plugin. 

To install this plugin: 

1. Go to Plugins/Add New in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard 

2. Use the search field to look for the “yoast seo” plugin 

(https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/): 

 

3. Click the Install Now button for the Yoast SEO plugin: 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/wordpress-seo/
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4. Click the Activate button for the plugin: 

 



  98 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

5. Go to SEO/Search Appearance in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard: 

 

6. Select a separator – the separator symbol you choose will show up 

in title fields that show two or more pieces of information.  For 

example, the meta title of your posts might be structured as the 

post title followed by the name of your site.  The separator symbol 

would show in Google search results between the post title and the 

site name.  I like to use the pipe symbol: 
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7. Scroll down to the Homepage section: 

 

a. The SEO title field shows us how the home page’s meta 

title (the title that will show in search results) will be 

structured.  The home page will consist of the site title 

followed by the page number (home pages showing all of 

your blog posts often run over into multiple pages) 

followed by the separator you chose in the previous step 



  100 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

followed by your site’s tagline – we’re going to leave that 

as-is 

The second field asks for your meta description.  The meta description for 

your site’s home page is – usually – the text that would show in search 

result listings UNDER the site title. 

Consider this your free advertising spot in Google search results! 

A meta description tells people what a page or post is all about.  When 

searchers see that meta description in search results, it can draw them into 

wanting to visit your site OR it can push them away if it isn’t clear or well 

written. 

You have 158 characters you can use in your meta description before the 

text is cut off in Google. 

Mobile devices only show about 120 characters. 

Therefore, you can write meta descriptions that are up to 158 characters 

long BUT you want to make sure to have your most important words in the 

front of your meta description since the last 38 characters may be cut off on 

mobile devices. 

The meta description for your home page should mention your site’s niche 

as close to the front of the description as possible.  It should clearly explain 

what people will find on your site.  It should give people a reason to WANT 

to visit your site. 

This post gives some insight onto how to write strong meta descriptions: 

https://neilpatel.com/blog/how-to-write-meta-descriptions/ 

Fill in the meta description field for your site: 

1. Write a meta description for your site’s home page that is no more 

than 158 characters long and put it in the meta description field of 

the SEO/Search Appearance tab: 

https://neilpatel.com/blog/how-to-write-meta-descriptions/


  101 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

 

2. Scroll down to the Knowledge Graph section and choose whether 

you want to be known as a company or a person.  Because my site 

is going to have a sort of blog approach, I chose to be known as a 

person and used the first name “Erica” for the person name.  If you 

want your site to be known as a company, you could enter your 

site’s name as the company name.  You also do not have to use 

your real name as the person name.  You CAN use an alias instead: 

 

3. Scroll down and click the Save Changes button: 
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4. Click the Taxonomies tab in SEO/Settings: 

 

5. Under the Categories section, change “Show Categories in search 

results?” from Yes to NO (you don’t want your category URLs to be 

in the Google search index – it’s bad for SEO as Google doesn’t like 

to show those kinds of pages due to the poor search user 

experience they present – by removing those from the index Google 

will see that you’re doing a good job of controlling what shows in 

their index and helping them improve the user experience): 
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6. Scroll down and click the drop down arrow for the Tags section: 

 

7. Under the Tags section, change “Show Tags in search results?” 

from Yes to NO (for the same reason as Categories): 

 

8. Click the drop down arrow for the Format section: 

 



  104 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

9. Under the Format section, change “Show Format in search results?” 

from Yes to NO (for the same reason as Categories): 

 

10. Scroll down to the Category URLs section and change the setting 

from Keep to REMOVE (I don’t like my post URLs to include the 

category name – I think it makes them too long and I want my post 

title itself to be as close to the front of the URL as possible for SEO 

purposes): 

 

11. Click the Save Changes button: 
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12. Click the Archives tab in SEO/Settings: 

 

13. Change “Author archives” to Disabled: 

 

14. Click the drop down arrow for the “Date archives settings” box: 

 

15. Change “Date archives” to Disabled: 
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16. Click the Save Changes button: 

 

 

All the plugins are now installed, activated, and configured! 

 

Delete Default Post and Page 
WordPress adds a dummy post and page to your site when you first install.  

We want to delete those and remove them from our site.  

To do this: 

1. Go to Posts/All Posts in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard 

2. Hover over the “Hello world!” post name and click the Trash link 

underneath: 
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3. Click the Trash tab to see your trashed post: 

 

4. Hover over the “Hello world!” post name and click the Delete 

Permanently link underneath: 

 

5. Go to Pages/All Pages in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard: 
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6. Hover over the “Sample Page” page name and click the Trash link 

underneath: 

 

7. Click the Trash link to see your list of trashed pages: 
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8. Hover over the “Sample Page” page name and click the Delete 

Permanently link underneath: 
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User Nickname 
 

By default, WordPress uses your login username as the name assigned as 

the writer of your posts.  If the theme you use on your website hyperlinks 

the author’s name, that hyperlink will give readers your login username.  

Not very secure, right?! 

We want to change the username showing in posts to a “nickname”. 

To do this: 

1. Go to Users/Your Profile in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard: 

 

2. Scroll down to the Nickname field and replace whatever is showing 

in that field with the author name you want to show on posts: 
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3. Use the drop down box in the “Display name publicly as” box to the 

nickname you set above: 

 

4. Scroll down to the Yoast SEO settings section and check the box 

that says “Do not allow search engines to show this author’s 

archives in search results”: 

 

5. Click the Update Profile button: 
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Privacy Page 
You may be aware that the European Union instituted a new regulation 

referred to as the GDPR: 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/justice-and-

fundamental-rights/data-protection/2018-reform-eu-data-

protection-rules_en 

This regulation is meant to protect the data of website visitors who reside in 

any country that is a member of the European Union. 

While you might not live in one of those countries, it is (heavily) suggested 

that you make your site compliant with GDPR requirements. 

We’ve done part of that already by turning on a GDPR notification for anyone 

leaving a comment on our website and by turning on a cookie notice plugin. 

Google suggests websites have a Privacy page (which means having one can 

be good for SEO) and we can use the content of the Privacy page to make 

our sites compliant with GDPR requirements. 

I have modified a version of Privacy Page content was available through a 

free WordPress plugin so that it covers the GDPR requirements for my 

websites. 

I am not an attorney and cannot be liable for whether or not this content 

does cover all of the GDPR requirements but you are free to use the same 

content if you so choose. 

You may choose to use one of the free plugins available through WordPress 

here:   https://wordpress.org/plugins/search/gdpr+privacy/.  If you 

do, install and activate the plugin and follow any steps to set up our new 

Privacy Policy page on your website. 

If you want to use my Privacy Policy language: 

1. Go to Pages/Add New in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard 

2. Create a new page called “Privacy Policy and Terms of Service” 

(without quotes): 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/justice-and-fundamental-rights/data-protection/2018-reform-eu-data-protection-rules_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/justice-and-fundamental-rights/data-protection/2018-reform-eu-data-protection-rules_en
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/priorities/justice-and-fundamental-rights/data-protection/2018-reform-eu-data-protection-rules_en
https://wordpress.org/plugins/search/gdpr+privacy/
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3. Open the text file that came with this PDF called “Privacy Page 

Content” 

4. Copy the entire contents of that text file 

5. Make sure you’re on the Text tab of the Page editor and paste the 

contents of that text file into the content box of your new page: 

 

6. Scroll to the bottom of the content in your page and replace the 

four areas in all capital letters that ask for your city/state/location 

or language information (if you don’t have cities and states use the 

type of format familiar to your country – the point is to control 

where any legal issues related to the site should be handled so that 

you won’t have to travel in the VERY rare instance that some legal 

issue comes up with your site): 



  114 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

 

7. Mine now looks like this: 

 

8. Click the Publish button: 

 

9. There are some additional fields to replace in the content but we’ll 

use a plugin to make those changes more easily: 
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a. Go to Plugins/Add New in the left sidebar of your 

WordPress dashboard 

b. Use the search field to find the “better search and replace” 

plugin (https://wordpress.org/plugins/better-

search-replace/):  

 

c. Click the Install Now button for the Better Search and 

Replace plugin: 

 

d. Click the Activate button for the plugin: 

 

e. Go to Tools/Better Search Replace in the left sidebar of 

your WordPress dashboard: 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/better-search-replace/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/better-search-replace/
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f. Enter YOURSITENAMEPOSSESSIVE in the “Search for” 

field and the possessive form of your site’s name in the 

“Replace with” field (remember to enter YOUR site’s 

possessive name and NOT my site’s name – the possessive 

form of your site’s name should have “’s” – apostrophe s - 

at the end unless your site name ends with “s” in which 

case you’d add just an apostrophe at the end of your site’s 

name most of the time) 

 

g. Highlight ALL the tables in the Select Tables section: 



  117 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

 

h. Use the settings in the image below for the section under 

the tables box: 

 

i. Click the Run Search/Replace button: 

 

j. When the search/replace tool is done, repeat steps f 

through i above but with YOURSITENAME in the “Search 

for” field and the non-possessive form of your site name in 

the “Replace with” field: 
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k. When done, repeat steps f through i above but with 

YOURDOMAIN.COM in the “Search for” field and your 

actual domain in the “Replace with” field (remember to put 

.org or .net, etc, at the end of your domain in the “Replace 

with” field IF you are not using a .com domain): 

 

l. When done, bring up the live view of the Privacy Page on 

your site (should be yourdomain.com/ privacy-policy-

and-terms-of-service/) and make sure that any links in the 

content work and there are no default references to 

YOURSITENAMEPOSSESSIVE, YOURSITENAME, or 

YOURDOMAIN.COM 
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Theme 
A theme is like a “skin” you put on your phone or app that changes the 

colors and layout of your WordPress site. 

By default, WordPress installs with their Twenty Seventeen theme.   

I prefer to use a different theme.  Choosing a theme can be a very time 

consuming process because the choices are ENDLESS.  Once you start 

looking, you might find yourself taking days to make this decision. 

Instead, I use the same theme on all sites.  It makes the decision process go 

much more quickly and I’m familiar with the theme I use so that setting up 

the site goes very quickly. 

If you have a theme you prefer, go ahead and use it.  Install the theme and 

customize any settings.   

I use the free version of the Magazine Basic WordPress theme on most of my 

sites because it’s a very simple theme.  It runs fast which is important since 

site speed is a ranking factor in Google.  It’s also easy to configure and has 

solid, built-in SEO. 

It’s not very flashy but since getting content up and ranking well is our #1 

goal, this theme can help get the job done.  Rather than spend days hunting 

down the perfect theme, I’d rather install one I know and think about 

changing the theme later after I’ve published a fair amount of content. 

To use the free version of the Magazine Basic theme: 

1. Go to Appearance/Themes in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard 

2. Click the Add New button: 

 

3. Use the search field to look for the “magazine basic” theme: 
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4. Hover over the Magazine Basic theme and click the Install button: 

 

5. Click the Activate button: 
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6. You’ll see you now have four themes installed and those extra 

themes are eating up valuable server space.  You can delete each 

of those three extra themes: 

a. Hover over the name of an unused theme and click the 

Theme Details button: 
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b. Click the Delete link in the lower right corner of the pop up 

box: 

 

c. Click the OK button to confirm the deletion: 
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d. Delete the other two themes so that you only have the 

Magazine Basic theme in your list of installed themes 

If you accidentally delete the Magazine Basic theme you can always go back 

through the steps to add the theme to your site.  

Changing themes does not erase any content you already have published on 

the site. It ONLY changes the look of your site. 

Once the theme is installed, you want to configure the theme settings: 

1. Go to Appearance/Customize in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard 
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2. Click the Layout tab: 
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3. Scroll down and change the Main Content Width to 75%: 

 

4. Click the back button: 

 

5. Click the Colors tab: 
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6. Click the Background Color – Select Color button: 

 

7. Click on the white square to change the background color to white: 

 

8. Click the back button: 
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9. Click on the Front Page tab: 

 

10. Use the settings in the below images for the Front Page tab: 
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11. Click the back button: 
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12. Click the Background Image tab: 

 

13. Click the Remove button under the default grey background image: 
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14. Click the Publish button to apply all of your changes: 

 

15. Click the X button to return to your WordPress dashboard: 
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Navigation Menu 
 

The navigation menu of your site is critical.  It helps visitors understand the 

kinds of topics covered on your site.  We don’t want to waste that space by 

listing to any of the Pages we created.  We want to keep that space open for 

linking to our site’s categories in a future step.  

To clean up the navigation menu: 

1. Go to Appearance/Menus in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard: 

 

2. Enter the word “Main” (without quotes) in the and Menu Name box 

and click the Create Menu button: 
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3. Click the View All link in the Pages box: 

 

4. Check the box next to the Home page option and click the Add to 

Menu button: 
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5. Click the Save Menu button: 

 

6. Towards the top of the screen, click the Manage Locations tab: 
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7. Use the drop down box for the Primary Menu field to choose the 

new “Main” menu that you created: 

 

8. Click the Save Changes button: 

 

Check the home page of your site and your navigation menu should now 

look something like this: 
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Sidebar 
 

By default, there are often lots of very unnecessary (and risky) links in the 

sidebar of your WordPress installation.   

For example, there’s usually a link to your site’s login screen which – since 

we want to hide it from hackers – doesn’t seem very smart at all!!! 

For now, I only want the following to show in my sidebar: 

1. A search box 

2. List of recent posts 

3. List of Pages on the site (since I’ve removed them from the 

navigation menu) 

4. My required Amazon disclosure 

To clean up the sidebar: 

1. Go to Appearance/Widgets in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard: 

 

2. Click the drop down arrow on any widget that you want to remove: 
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3. Click the Delete link for that widget: 

 

4. Repeat the above steps to DELETE any widget you don’t want in the 

sidebar 

5. To ADD new widgets to the sidebar, click on a widget on the left 

side of the screen and drag it into place under your First Sidebar.  

For example, I want to add the Pages widget so I click on it in the 

list on the left and drag it so that it falls under the Recent Posts 

widget in the First Sidebar list: 
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6. Enter a name for your widget and click the Save button (I used the 

name “Pages” for my Pages widget): 
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7. If you’re going to be promoting Amazon affiliate links on your site, 

you are required to include a specific disclosure from Amazon 

somewhere on your site.  I choose to put this in my sidebar: 

a. Drag a Text widget from the list on the left and position 

it at the bottom of your First Sidebar list: 
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b. Paste the required Amazon disclosure into the content 

portion of the Text Widget (the current required 

disclosure is “As an Amazon Associate I earn from 

qualifying purchases.”): 

 

c. Click the Save button: 
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The site now looks like this as there are no published posts yet: 

 

 

Remove Footer Link 
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At the very bottom of my site is a link to the website of the person who 

created the WordPress theme I’m using: 

 

That link is on every page of my site.  For the free version of the Magazine 

Basic theme that I’m using, I’m not required to keep that link in place and I 

don’t want it there so I’m going to remove it. 

To do this for the Magazine Basic theme: 

1. Go to Appearance/Editor in the left sidebar of your WordPress 

dashboard: 

 

2. You’ll be warned that making direct edits to your theme could break 

your site – as long as you’re comfortable moving forward, click the 

“I understand” button:   
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3. In the list of files on the right side of the screen, click on the Theme 

Footer file (footer.php): 

 

4. Find this section of code in the center of your screen (the content of 

the footer.php file) and delete ONLY the portion highlighted in 

yellow: 
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5. Click the Update File button: 

 

6. If you see a “fatal error” message when editing a file on your site, 

go to Plugins/Installed, deactivate all of your plugins, try to make 

the file change again and then go back to Plugins/Installed and 

reactivate all of your plugins: 

 

The footer link is now gone: 
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Google Webmaster Tools 
Normally, I would put an SSL certificate on my site before setting the site up 

on Google Webmaster Tools and Google Analytics because it saves me a bit 

of time and because I know I’m going to put an SSL certificate on every site 

I create.   

However, I’m going to do things in the opposite order because not everyone 

wants or can get an SSL certificate right away.  By setting up Google tools 

first, I can then show you what you have to do when you add an SSL 

certificate to an already existing site.   

If you want to better understand what an SSL certificate is and want to set 

that up first before adding Google tools to your site, jump ahead to the 

section on SSL and then come back to this section. 

I have every site I own set up on Google Webmaster Tools (also known as 

Google Search Console).   

Some bloggers in the industry have, at least in the past, said they don’t ever 

use Google Webmaster Tools because they don’t want Google to have 

information about their site.   

Whether you set up Google Webmaster Tools or not, Google WILL have 

information about your site.  Google Webmaster Tools simply allows YOU to 

see some of that data.  Why would you NOT want to know what Google has 

to say about your site?! 
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If you do something wrong on your site and you get a penalty from Google, 

you might never know unless you have set your site up on Google 

Webmaster Tools.  That’s something I’d want to know. 

Google Webmaster Tools also has a very useful set of reports that can help 

you improve the results of your site.  Why would you pass that up? 

There are no negative repercussions for setting your site 

up on Google Webmaster Tools. 

What I don’t do is use a plugin or the settings in Yoast SEO to bring my 

Google Webmaster Tools data INTO my WordPress dashboard.   

Those kinds of plugins (plugins that pull in reporting data) can slow down a 

website.  I’d rather keep my site load times operating at as fast a speed as I 

can get and if that means that I have to access my Google data by logging 

straight into Google Webmaster Tools, so be it. 

Google Webmaster Tools is going through some changes at the moment.  

They’ve tried to switch their name to “Google Search Console” but it doesn’t 

seem to be sticking and that might be the result of still logging in with a URL 

that says “webmaster”.  However, when you have the dashboard up, it does 

say “Search Console”.  They’re the same thing. 

In addition, they’re changing the look of the dashboard.  Currently, there are 

two versions of the dashboard – the old one and the new one.  We can still 

access both versions.   

The old version looks like this in the upper left corner of the screen when 

you’ve logged in: 

 

When you’re in the old version, you can get to the new version by clicking 

the blue button that says “Use new Search Console”:  
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The new version looks like this in the upper left corner when you log in: 

 

When you’re in the new version, you can get to the old version by scrolling 

all the way down the left sidebar and clicking on the option to “Go to the old 

version”: 
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Since there’s no way to know how long access to the old version will remain 

in place, I’m going to write the instructions to add a site to Google 

Webmaster Tools using the NEW version. 

To add your site to Google Webmaster Tools: 

1. Log into Google Webmaster Tools:  

https://google.com/webmasters/ (NOTE:  Someone asked if I 

use a different Google account for each site. I do not.  I use ONE 

Google account for Google Webmaster Tools and list all of my sites 

in that one account.  This makes it easier to access all the data for 

my sites versus having to log into separate Google accounts.)  

2. Click the drop down arrow next to the property name field: 

 

3. Scroll all the way down the list of sites in the pop up box and click 

on the Add Property option at the bottom (if you have a long list 

like mine you might BARELY be able to see that option at the very 

bottom of the list – see how it’s cut off in my image?): 

https://google.com/webmasters/
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4. Find your site’s DEFAULT URL.  What is your site’s DEFAULT URL 

field?  This is important!   

a. Any domain can be accessed by typing in ANY one of the 

following in the address bar of a browser: 

i. http://www.domain.* (example:  

http://www.cranberrycrochet.com) 

ii. http://domain.* (no www – example:  

http://cranberrycrochet.com) 

iii. domain.* (no http at all – example:  

cranberrycrochet.com) 

b. However, if the address you type in is not the default URL 

for that site, the address bar will redirect to the proper 
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default version of that site’s URL.  Try putting just this in 

your browser’s address bar - cranberrycrochet.com: 

 

c. Hit the enter button on your keyboard to bring up the site 

and note how the site comes up: 

 

d. Now, copy the address bar and paste it into something like 

a blank Notepad file or email or Word and you get this: 

 

e. See how I’ve copied the address bar which showed no http 

and pasted it into Notepad and now I have 

http://cranberrycrochet.com?  THAT is my site’s 

DEFAULT URL.  It shows my site’s URL starts with http and 

does NOT have a www in the URL.  
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f. Bring up your site’s home page, copy the address in the 

address bar of your browser and paste that into the “Add 

site URL” field to make sure you are adding your site’s 

default URL and click the Continue button: 

 

5. I’m shown an opportunity to download a file I can then upload to 

my site to verify ownership but I find it easier to use a different 

method so scroll down to see the Other Verification Methods: 
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6. Click on the HTML tag method: 

 

7. Copy the entire bit of code provided for your site (the part I’ve 

highlighted in yellow): 

 

8. Keep the Google Webmaster Tools tab open in your browser and in 

a second tab of your browser, log into your WordPress dashboard 

9. Go to SEO/General in your WordPress dashboard: 
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10. Click the Webmaster Tools tab: 

 

11. Find the “Google verification code” field and paste ALL of your code 

into that field (the box really only needs the characters that are 

shown as “content” but you can paste all of the code in and the 

plugin will pull out what it needs): 

 

12. Scroll down and click the Save Changes button: 
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13. Go back to your browser tab for Google Webmaster Tools, scroll 

back down to the Other Verification Methods and click on the HTML 

Tag option AGAIN (if you try to click the Verify button for the wrong 

method, you’ll get a message saying the verification method did not 

complete): 
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You should see this message if the verification was completed: 

 

If, instead, you get a message like this then the verification did not 

complete: 

 

If you see that red message, check the following: 

1. Look at the words under “Verification method”.  Make sure it says 

“HTML Tag” instead of “HTML file”.  I had you use the HTML Tag 

method but if you click the Verify button under the HTML file 
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method then you’ve clicked the wrong Verify button.  Click the 

Continue Verification option at the bottom of that message, scroll 

down to look at the Other Verification Methods, click the option for 

HTML Tag and then click THAT Verify button. 

2. Wait a few minutes and click the Verify button again – sometimes it 

just takes a few minutes for your site’s server to reflect the change 

3. Go back to SEO/General in WordPress and click the Webmaster 

Tools tab. Make sure the verification code is showing in the Google 

verification code field.  If not, repeat the steps to paste the HTML 

tag code into that field and click the button to save the change.  Go 

back to Google Webmaster Tools, click the Continue Verification 

button, scroll down to look at the Other Verification Methods, click 

the option for HTML Tag and then click the Verify button. 

4. Go back to your WordPress dashboard and look for a Caching option 

at the top of your site: 

 

a. If you see the caching option, hover over it and choose Purge 

All: 

 

b. Go back to Google Webmaster Tools, click the Continue 

Verification button, scroll down to the Other Verification Options 

section, click the HTML Tag option and click the Verify button. 
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Add XML Sitemap 
The issue of sitemaps is sometimes confusing.   

There are TWO kinds of sitemaps and they do not perform the same 

function. 

When we were setting up the new site, I used a plugin to create a page 

called Sitemap.  That kind of Sitemap – the one that is a page on your site – 

is called an HTML Sitemap.  Its purpose is to help your site visitors better 

understand how your site is laid out.   

The second kind of sitemap is called an XML Sitemap.  This type of sitemap 

is meant to help search engines crawl your site more efficiently.  It is written 

in a specific format that search engines can read quickly.  It helps search 

engines understand how your site is laid out. 

To help Google find your XML Sitemap we need to input the link to that 

sitemap in our Google Webmaster Tools settings. 

To do this: 

1. If you’re doing this right after the step above to verify your site in 

Google Webmaster Tools, click the “Go to Property” link – if you 

logged out of Google Webmaster Tools, log back in and make sure 

you’re on the Google Webmaster Tools dashboard for your new 

site:  

 

2. Click the Sitemaps tab in the left sidebar: 
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3. In another tab of your browser, log into your WordPress dashboard 

4. Go to SEO/General: 
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5. Click the Features tab: 

 

6. Scroll down and click the little question mark icon next to XML 

Sitemaps: 

 

7. Right-click on the “See the XML sitemap” link and choose to copy 

the link location (that link location IS the URL for your XML 

Sitemap): 
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8. Go back to Google Webmaster Tools and paste the copied URL into 

the sitemap URL field (NOTE:  DO NOT click the Submit button 

yet!): 

 

9. See how the sitemap URL field already has the start of my URL in 

front of the field?  If I leave it like that the URL I submit will be 

wrong: 

 

10. Delete the part of the URL field that repeats and click the Submit 

button: 

 

11. Make sure you see the word “Success” showing in the status field – 

if not, you may need to try resubmitting the sitemap URL and make 

sure you haven’t added an extra “/” in the URL field: 
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It’s a good learning experience to take a look at your XML Sitemap to see 

what it shows.  To do this, go back to WordPress and click the “See the XML 

sitemap” link (this will open the XML Sitemap in a new tab in your browser):  

 

See how the URL in the address bar says “index_sitemap.xml” but then 

there’s a different XML Sitemap URL in the list (page-sitemap.xml)? 
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A site can have different kinds of XML Sitemaps.  There can be one that’s an 

Index of all the other sitemaps, a Page sitemap showing all of your published 

Pages, a Post sitemap showing all of your published posts, a Media showing 

all of your media items, etc.   

You ONLY need to submit the Index sitemap (sitemap_index.xml) to Google 

Webmaster Tools.  That XML Sitemap lists all other XML Sitemaps on your 

site so that Google can find them. 

In the case of the cranberrycrochet.com site, I do not yet have any 

published posts so only the Page sitemap is currently in the list.  As soon as 

I publish a post the Posts sitemap will get added to this Index. 

Add Other URL Versions to Google Webmaster Tools 
Remember how I explained the importance of adding the DEFAULT site URL 

to Google Webmaster Tools? 

Every time you add a URL to Google Webmaster Tools, you’re adding a 

PROPERTY.  Google considers different versions of the same URLs as 

different properties. 

For example, it does not consider http://cranberrycrochet.com to be the 

same property as http://www.cranberrycrochet.com even though those two 

URLs lead to the same website. 

Google suggests that we add all versions of a site’s URL to Google 

Webmaster Tools in order to get access to all possible data Google may have 

for your domain. 

1. http://cranberrycrochet.com (default URL) 

2. http://www.cranberrycrochet.com 

http://cranberrycrochet.com/
http://www.cranberrycrochet.com/
http://cranberrycrochet.com/
http://www.cranberrycrochet.com/
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3. https://cranberrycrochet.com 

4. https://www.cranberrycrochet.com 

Your list of the four possible version of your own site’s URL will look like 

mine but your DEFAULT URL version may be different. 

I’ve already added the default URL but now I need to add the non-default 

URLs as new properties in Google Webmaster Tools.  

To add a non-default URL as a new property to Google Webmaster Tools: 

1. Log into Google Webmaster Tools 

2. Click the drop down arrow next to whatever domain name is 

showing in the property field: 

 

3. Scroll to the bottom of the list of properties and click the Add 

Property button (when you have a long list of domains you might 

barely be able to see that option!): 

https://cranberrycrochet.com/
https://www.cranberrycrochet.com/
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4. Put your first non-default URL into the property URL field and click 

the Continue button: 
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5. Scroll down to the “Other verification methods” section: 
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6. Click the drop down arrow for the HTML Tag option: 

 

7. Click the Verify button (while Google treats the different URL 

versions as different properties it does recognize that the domains 

are the same and the meta tag it provides is the same as it gave us 

for the first version of the URL we submitted – since that code is 

already on the site we don’t have to do that step again): 
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8. Repeat the steps outlined in the Add XML Sitemap section to add 

your sitemap to the property:  Add XML Sitemap 

9. Repeat the steps above to add the remaining two non-default 

versions of your site’s URL to Google Webmaster Tools as new 

properties (on these last two you may not even be shown the 

option to click the Verify button – verification may happen 

automatically and you’ll know that was the case if you see the 

green “Ownership auto verified” message) 

Even though most of your report data will show in the DEFAULT version of 

your site’s URL in Google Webmaster Tools, you’ll now have Google 

gathering all the possible data for any version of your site’s URL.  Should 

your URL switch for whatever reason such as adding an SSL certificate later 

you’ll be all set for Google to continue gathering data on your behalf.   

Other Google Webmaster Tool Settings 
There are a few settings you can put into Google Webmaster Tools that can 

further help your site in search results.  For most people, these settings may 

not make a huge difference but for those who live in one country but are 

targeting an audience in another, these settings can have an impact.   

At the moment, these settings are only available in the OLD version of 

Google Webmaster Tools so we’re going to have to use that old version to 

make these changes. 

1. Log into Google Webmaster Tools 

2. Scroll down the left sidebar and click on “Go to the old version”: 
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3. Make sure you’re looking at the dashboard for the DEFAULT version 

of your site’s URL: 

 

4. Click on Search Traffic in the left sidebar: 
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5. Click on International Targeting: 
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6. Click the Country tab (the Language tab notes that there are no 

hreflang tags on the site – hreflang tags are useful for sites that 

have the same content on their site in multiple languages – I don’t 

use that so I ignore the hreflang tags): 

 

7. Click the box for “Target users in”, choose the country you want to 

target (I’m targeting the US audience), and click the Save button: 

 

Setting the country to the US doesn’t mean my site won’t show up in other 

countries – it just means that I want Google to know that country is my 

priority.  You do NOT have to list a country at all but as I know my target 

audience is the US I always use this setting. 
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Message from Google Webmaster Tools 
While in the old version of Google Webmaster Tools, you may see that you 

have a message.  

 

If you click on that message notification you’ll see the following: 

 

The first message notification in the list confirms I have changed my target 

country. 

The second message in the list says “Improve the search presence of 

http://cranberrycrochet.com”.  This message shows up every time you add a 

new property to your Google Webmaster Tools account. 
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If you click to read the message you get a list of suggestions for improving 

the presence of your site in search results: 

 

We’ve already covered suggestions #1 and #3.  Suggestion #2 is only 

needed if you have co-workers who need access to your site on Google 

Webmaster Tools (I don’t have that) and suggestion #4 takes you to a guide 

that will help you learn more about Search Console should you need it. 

You can safely delete this message at this time. 

Google Analytics 
Google Analytics provides important data about your site’s traffic.  It tells 

you things like how many people visited your site, how those people got to 

your site, whether those people were using a desktop computer or a mobile 

device to access your site, how long they stayed on your site, and how many 

different pages or posts of your site they visited.   

If you find that all of your visitors leave your site within a few seconds of 

landing on a post or page, it’s a clue that you might need to work on how 

your site looks to your visitors.   



  174 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

This is information you don’t want to miss! 

In order to get Google Analytics reports, you need to get a tracking code 

from Google Analytics and put that tracking code on your site. 

To do this: 

1. Log into Google Analytics (I use the same Google account that 

I’ve used for Google Webmaster Tools and put all of my sites in that 

one account so I only have to log into one account to see reports on 

all of my sites) 

2. Scroll down the left sidebar and click the Admin option: 

 

3. Click the Create Account button: 

https://analytics.google.com/analytics/web/
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4. Make sure you’re on the WEBSITE tab (we’re not setting up tracking 

for a mobile app, right?): 

 

5. Enter a name for your account (I use the name of my site with no 

spaces), enter your website name, enter your DEFAULT website 

URL, and use the drop down list to choose an Industry Category 

(my crochet site fits in the Hobbies and Leisure category – try to 

find the best match for your niche and if you can’t find anything 

that matches then choose the Other category): 
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6. Set a Reporting Time Zone – the time zone selection determines 

when the clock starts for one day of data.  I choose to use my own 

time zone so my data collection for a day starts with midnight in my 

time zone:  

 

7. I leave the Data Sharing options all checked although you may 

choose to uncheck any that make you uncomfortable – these 

options allow Google to use your data to improve their service or 

access your account to assist with any technical issues: 
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8. Scroll down and click the Get Tracking ID button: 

 

9. In the Google Analytics Terms of Service Agreement pop up box, 

make sure to use the drop down box to select YOUR country (you 
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want to be held to the terms that apply to where YOU live) and 

check the box to accept the terms (make sure to read them!): 

 

10. Read and check the box to accept any other terms: 
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11. Scroll down and click the I Accept button: 

 

12. You should see two things – a tracking ID and some bit of code: 

 

The Tracking ID is unique to the property you just added to your Google 

Analytics account.  If you add multiple sites to your Google Analytics account 
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(as I do), you want each site to have its own tracking ID so that you have 

unique reporting for each website. 

The code that you see needs to be placed on your website so that Google 

can track all the activity that takes place on each page or post of that 

website. 

I like to put the code on my site manually by pasting it into my site’s theme 

files.  If you’re uncomfortable following the manual steps then you can 

install, activate and use this plugin to get the code on your site:   

https://wordpress.org/plugins/analytics-cat/.   

The benefit to using a plugin is that if you change themes or update your 

theme in the future the Google Analytics tracking ID won’t get erased when 

those files are replaced with new ones.   

However, I’m using a child theme on my site and am aware of what happens 

when I update or change themes so I (almost) always remember to put the 

tracking ID into any new theme I use so I still stick with the manual method. 

To manually put the Google Analytics Tracking ID into your site: 

1. In a new tab in your browser, log into your WordPress dashboard 

2. Go to Plugins/Installed: 

 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/analytics-cat/


  181 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

3. Make a note of the plugins that are active (so you remember which 

ones have to be turned back on after this step) and DEACTIVATE all 

plugins (EXCEPT Advanced Custom Fields and Custom Post Types 

UI IF you have those two plugins installed) - the reason for 

deactivating plugins is that the latest version of WordPress often 

fails to save changes to files when some kinds of plugins are active 

– this doesn’t seem to happen with the Advanced Custom Fields 

and Custom Post Types UI plugins and if you have those two 

plugins on your site then they need to stay active for your theme to 

work properly – check the boxes to select the plugins you want to 

deactivate (except the two mentioned above), use the drop down 

box to choose the Deactivate option and click the Apply button: 

 

4. Go to Appearance/Editor in the left sidebar of WordPress: 



  182 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

 

5. Click on the header.php file in the list of files shown on the right 

side of the screen: 

 

6. Go back to the Google Analytics tab in your browser and copy ALL 

of the code in the code box: 



  183 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

 

7. Go back to your WordPress tab in your browser and find the 

8. Find the <head> line of code in your WordPress header.php file: 

 

9. Put your cursor at the end of that <head> line of code and click the 

return key on your keyboard to create a blank line: 
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10. Put your cursor in the empty line and paste in your entire Google 

Analytics tracking ID code: 

 

11. Scroll down and click the Update File button: 
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12. If your update was saved you should see a message saying “File 

edited successfully” (if you see a failed message, you may still have 

a plugin that was enabled that is stopping WordPress from saving 

the change – check your installed plugins and deactivate any 

EXCEPT the Advanced Custom Fields and Custom Post Types UI 

plugins): 

 

13. Go back to Plugins/Installed in the left sidebar of WordPress: 
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14. Click the Recently Active link: 

 

15. Check the box to select ALL of the plugins (this should be a list of 

all the plugins you deactivated in an earlier step but IF you see 
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some that you don’t want to reactivate then uncheck the box next 

to those plugins): 

 

16. Use the drop down box to select the Activate option and click the 

Apply button: 

 

We now have our Google Analytics tracking ID in place and our plugins are 

turned back on. 
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SSL 
An SSL certificate is a piece of information on your site that allows your site 

to use a more secure transmission method (https instead of http) for 

sending data from your site to a visitor’s browser and vice versa.   

This secure transmission method does a better job of protecting data than 

using regular http transmission methods.  This is certainly important if you 

have visitors entering personal information into your site such as credit card 

numbers, social security numbers, and addresses.  

Affiliate marketing sites don’t generally require that kind of information from 

site visitors yet it’s still worth having an SSL certificate because Google has 

made it clear that having an SSL certificate IS a ranking factor in their 

algorithm.   

This means that if you don’t have an SSL certificate for your site you might 

not rank as well as you could if you did have one – even if you aren’t 

collecting persona information from your visitors. 

In addition, browsers are starting to make changes that warn a visitor that is 

headed to your site that your site might not be safe if it doesn’t have an SSL 

certificate.  So, even if you do rank well in Google without an SSL certificate, 

browsers may start showing warnings that will keep people from going to 

your site. 

Some hosting companies offer a free SSL certificate for those on shared 

hosting accounts (or even for some non-shared hosting accounts).  These 

are often “short term” certificates.  For example, Bluehost offers a free SSL 

certificate for those on their shared hosting plans but the certificates expire 

every 3 months. Therefore, they are short-term certificates.  You have to 

renew the certificate every 3 months to keep it active.   

If your hosting company doesn’t provide a free SSL option or you don’t want 

to use a short-term certificate, you need to buy an SSL certificate and those 

can cost around $50/year. 

Should you decide to buy an SSL certificate, you will likely see there are 

several different options.  Almost all of us (affiliate marketers) only need the 

cheapest, first-level SSL certificate.  We don’t need one that will cover 

multiple domains because we run a business that has only one domain tied 

to it.  Someone like Microsoft that runs many domains that are all tied to 

their business need the more expensive options.  We only need a simple 
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certificate that covers our one domain.  Even if you have multiple affiliate 

marketing sites, there’s usually no commonality between those domains that 

would tie them together (for example, you don’t have the word “Microsoft” 

in all of your domains so that they could be identified as belonging 

together).   

In my case, I’m using Bluehost’s shared hosting plan for my new website.  

But I noticed something interesting.  I had not yet taken the step to add an 

SSL certificate to my cranberrycrochet.com site yet I can bring up the site 

using https: 

 

I can also bring up the site WITHOUT https: 

 

That’s not good.  It means BOTH the http and https version of my site are 

live.  We only want ONE version live at any time.  This could result in some 

confusion in Google. 
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Bluehost must either be adding SSL certificates automatically to all new 

domains now OR I have a setting on my Bluehost hosting account that is 

now automatically adding the SSL certificate to all of my domains. 

(If you jumped to this section only to read up on SSL but have not 

completed the steps in the Google Webmaster Tools section, click here:  

Google Webmaster Tools.) 

In either case, an important step in setting up an SSL certificate is to 

redirect all of your site’s http URLs to their https version so that both 

versions are not live. 

I can fix that but first, I want to make sure the certificate is properly added 

to the domain. 

1. Log into your hosting account 

2. Look for an option to add an SSL certificate: 

 

3. Decide if you’re going to add an SSL certificate: 

a. If you have an option for a free SSL certificate, follow the 

steps to install it on your chosen domain: 
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b. If you don’t have a free option, decide if you’re willing to 

buy one at this time – you can always wait and add one 

later 

4. Once the SSL certificate has been added to your site (your hosting 

company will put the certificate on your server and sometimes that 

can take up to 24 hours), go to Plugins/Add New in your WordPress 

dashboard: 

 

5. Enter “really simple ssl” in the search field: 
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6. Click the Install Now button for the Really Simple SSL plugin 

(https://wordpress.org/plugins/really-simple-ssl/): 

 

7. Click the Activate button: 

 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/really-simple-ssl/


  193 Giant Evergreen Commissions                                    2019 

© Erica Stone          

8. And….you might get an error message (so odd because I can bring 

my site up using https!): 

 

a. If you run into an error message, you can go here and test 

your domain to see if the certificate is truly loaded on your 

server - http://www.ssllabs.com/ssltest:  

 

b. On cranberrycrochet.com, the certificate is being found 

c. My first attempt to fix this was to deactivate all plugins 

(except Advanced Custom Fields and Custom Post Types 

UI) and then reactivate only the Really Simple SSL plugin 

in case other plugins were causing a conflict – that didn’t 

do the trick so I reactivated all the plugins I had turned off 

d. I next logged out of my site and logged in using the 

https:// login URL and that brought up the success screen: 

http://www.ssllabs.com/ssltest
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e. If neither of those options works for you, contact your host 

for support – hosts handle SSL in a number of ways so 

there’s no clear one-size-fits all fix 

9. Once the Really Simple SSL plugin detects your SSL certificate, click 

the “Go ahead, activate SSL!” button: 
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Now, when I try to bring up my site using only http:// I get redirected to 

https and see only the https version in my browser: 

 

That fixes the issue of having both versions being accessible and now only 

the https version is accessible. 

Once you have your SSL certificate working and your site now redirects to 

https:// we have to update Google Webmaster Tools and Google Analytics. 

1. Google Webmaster Tools: 

a. Repeat the steps in the Google Webmaster Tools 

section to add the https:// and https://www version of 

your site’s URL as new properties (your site’s default 

version of your URL now starts with https so you want to 

make sure that property is showing in your Google 

Webmaster Tools dashboard) 

2. Google Analytics: 

a. Log into Google Analytics 

b. Click on the Admin tab in the left sidebar: 

https://analytics.google.com/analytics/web/
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c. Make sure you’re working with the dashboard for the right 

domain (#1 below) and click the Property Settings option 

(#2 below): 

 

d. Use the drop down box to change the start of your Default 

URL setting to https://: 
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e. Scroll down and click the Save button: 

 

Now, both Google Webmaster Tools and Google Analytics will know your 

proper default URL and collect the full amount of data for your site. 
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Header Image 
I mentioned in a previous email that you only have a few seconds to impress 

your visitor before they click the back button on their device.   

A site that looks blah and lifeless could cause someone to leave your site 

before they’ve read a single word of content. 

For that reason, and because of the theme I’m using, I like to add a header 

image to my sites to dress things up. 

In my head, I have an idea for a header image.  I’d love something with a 

white background and a picture of me with something I’ve crocheted or me 

with the wind blowing through my hair and strands of yarn curled around it 

blowing across the full length of the site. 

In reality, I don’t have all the tools to create that kind of image and I don’t 

want to slow down to work on it.   

A header image helps your site look inviting and can be used to help visitors 

quickly understand the nature of your site – but header images don’t make 

money.  Content does so don’t get hung up spending too much time on 

making a header image! 

I’m just going to create something quick at this point.  I can always worry 

about a more professionally done header image in the future. 

I’m going to show you how I created my header image but I don’t want you 

to use the same exact header image.  My showing you how I did mine will 

show you how to use the different tools in Canva so that you can create one 

that works best with your site.  And it’s free! 

 

Here’s how I created my header image: 

1. Go to https://www.canva.com/ 

2. Create an account or log in if you already have one (it’s free!) 

3. From the main screen, you can choose two options for creating a 

new image: 

a. #1 (in the image below) is to click “Custom Dimensions” to 

create an image for a unique size (pixel height and width).  

You have to do more work to put a background onto the 

image and add elements like lines and text. 

https://www.canva.com/
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b. #2 (in the image below) is to click the + symbol to see 

some pre-set options.  The pre-set options come with 

background images in place and text you can edit to match 

your own site. (This is the option I’m using this time): 

 

4. My site is set to 1200px wide and my theme works well with a 

header image that is the same width.  Your WordPress theme might 

use something different.  Hovering over each of the options in the 

list will give you the dimensions of that option.  The Etsy Shop 

Cover option in the Social Media & Email Headers section shows it is 

1200px wide and 300px tall.  That will work for my site so I click on 

Etsy Shop Cover (you might need to find a different option with a 

size that matches your own WordPress theme requirements but 

1200px wide works if you’re using the Magazine Basic or AZON 

Breeze WordPress theme): 

 

5. Your blank canvas is in the middle of the screen and a list of 

scrollable list of templates to put on the canvas is on the left: 
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6. Scroll through the list of templates on the left looking for one 

marked FREE that you think would match the look of your site 

(ignore the text on the template as you can change that later) and 

then CLICK on that template.  I chose this one: 

 

7. A template usually involves a background color, some shapes or 

designs added on top, and then text added on top of that.  You can 

change the color, size, and font of these items.  You can also move 

some of these things around to reposition them on the canvas.  If I 

click on the outer edge of my canvas, it highlights the design of 

leaves on this template.  I can then drag that design to the side so 

I can work on the background color: 
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8. By clicking on the edge of the background color, a box showing the 

chosen color shows up in the navigation menu: 

 

9. Click on the color box to change a color – when the pop-up box 

comes up, you can choose a pre-set color option or click the + 

symbol and choose from a color wheel (this is how colors are 

changed for anything – background items, text, shapes you add to 

the canvas, and designs added to the canvas): 
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10. I want a white background (just because it’s my favorite….) so I 

click on the white box in the pre-set options: 
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11. When I chose a white background, the color of the text was 

changed to black automatically.  This doesn’t always happen but it 

does help because the text was white before and would disappear 

on a white background.  (If the text color doesn’t change, you have 

to click around to find the text in order to edit it.)  By clicking on 

the leaf pattern, I can drag and drop it back into place but I don’t 

like the way the leaves and circles are showing unevenly on each 

side of the canvas.  When you click on an item and see the handles 

at the corners, you can click and drag on a handle to change the 

size of the item.  I’ve increased the size of the leaf pattern so that I 

can make it look a little more symmetrical on each side: 

 

12. I want to change the color of the leaf pattern so that it’s not so dark 

– I need my text to show through and be easier to read.  By 

clicking on the leaf pattern in the canvas, I get the color box to 

show up: 
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13. This time, I clicked the + symbol so I can use the color wheel.  By 

moving the two dots in the pop-up box, I can change the color and 

lighten or darken the shade: 
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14. The color is still not quite what I’m after – it’s too bright.  Clicking 

on the Transparence icon while the leaf pattern is still selected will 

let me make the leaf pattern less visible: 

 

15. Slide the button for the transparency setting to make something 

less visible: 

 

16. Next, I click on the text “TIGHT KNIT SWEATERS” and type the 

name of my site in its place: 
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17. While making sure the Text box is the one selected, I (1) click on 

the font name to change the font type, (2) click on the size option 

to increase the size, and (3) click on the color box to change the 

color of the text: 

 

18. I want the text higher on the canvas so that I can add a tag line – a 

short bit of text that will tell people what they might find on the 

site.  You can click on the text item and drag it to a new position.  A 

dotted line will show up when the item has been centered between 

the two sides of the canvas (those dotted lines are a HUGE help – 

they show you when you’ve centered something horizontally, 

centered something vertically, centered something both horizontally 

and vertically or aligned an item at the top/bottom/middle of 

another item on the canvas): 

 

19. Click the Text tab on the far left to add more text: 
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20. Click on one of the sizes (you can always change it later): 

 

21. Highlight the text in the new text box and replace it with your own 

tag line for your site (just a short explanation of what folks might 

find on your site – Google can’t read this so you can write whatever 

you want without worrying about keywords – this is for your 

visitors!): 
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22. With the new text box selected, use the options at the top of the 

screen to change the font, the size, and the color to suit your 

needs: 

 

23. Click and drag on the text shape to move it to a new spot on the 

canvas, if necessary: 

 

24. Because I can’t read the tag line text very clearly because of the 

leaf pattern behind it, I decided to add a white box under that piece 

of text.  To add shapes, click on the Elements tab on the far left: 
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25. You’ll find all kinds of free “Elements” to add to your canvas.  In 

this case, I want a shape so I click on the Shapes icon: 
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26. Click on any of the free shapes to add to your canvas.  I’m choosing 

the blank, white square (although you can change the color of 

shapes, too – it’s just white by default): 

 

27. Click the color box to change the color of the square and click and 

drag the dots in the corners or sides (the handles) to change the 

size of an element: 

 

28. The shape is now on top of my tag line text.  If I click the Arrange 

link, I can choose to move the shape back a step so it’s under the 

text: 
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29. I still think the header is just a bit on the blah side so I want to add 

a flourish to the canvas.  Click on the Lines tab to find lines, arrows, 

and flourishes: 

 

30. Click on a line, arrow or flourish to add it to your canvas: 
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31. With the element selected, use the color box to change the color, 

click and drag on a handle to change the size, and click the Arrange 

link to move the item forward or backward so that it’s visible the 

way you’d like: 

 

32. When you’re done with your design, click the Download button, 

choose the jpg file type (the file size is smaller so it will load more 

quickly on your site – remember site speed!), and click the 

Download button: 
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33. Save the header image to your computer 

 

That gave me the following header image: 

 

 

Putting the Header Image on Your Site 
Your WordPress theme usually controls how you put a header image on your 

site.  You might find the settings for doing so in the Appearance/Customize 

or Appearance/[your theme name] Options screen. 

Since I’m using AZON Breeze (a child theme of the free Magazine Basic 

theme for WordPress), this is how I put the header image on my site: 

1. Go to the file on your computer where you saved your finished 

header image, right-click on the image and choose to rename the 

file – give it the same name as your site OR your site name plus the 
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word “header” (example, I’d save mine as 

“cranberrycrochetheader” – I only have a number at the end 

because I had multiple versions I’d created): 

 

2. Log into your WordPress site 

3. Click on Appearance/Customize in the sidebar 

4. Click on the Header Image tab: 
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5. Click the Add New Image button: 

 

6. Click on the Upload Files tab: 

 

7. Click on the Select Files button: 
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8. Navigate your computer files to find your header image, click on 

that image and complete the upload 

9. Put the name of your image file in the Alt Text box and then click 

the Select and Crop button: 
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10. You should see an option to crop the image and, if so, you can use 

the handles at the corners of the image to change the portion of the 

image that will show in the header image field – you can choose to 

crop the image or skip cropping if the image shows just as you’d 

like 

11. Once you’ve decided to crop or skip cropping and the header image 

has been set, click the back button in the customizer screen: 

 

 

12. Click the Site Identity tab: 
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13. Uncheck the Display Tagline and Display Site Title AND Tagline 

boxes (there are two boxes that you want to make sure are 

UNCHECKED): 
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14. Click the Publish button: 
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15. Check the home page of your site and make sure the header image 

shows as you’d like.  If you’re not pleased with the results you can 

make changes to your canvas in Canva and download the modified 

image or select a different background image.  

Just don’t get too hung up on this step for too long because you can 

always change your header image in the future! 

 


